
September 19, 1958 

Dr. Bernard 0, Davis 
Oept. of Bacterioiogy and lrmnunology 
Harvard Medical School 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Dear Bernie: 

Thank you for your note of September 8. t’ve now been bwde long enough that 
I realize that I can put off no longer coming to grips with setting a time for 
the RuetIer lecture. I hope you don’t feet that my procrostinatlon about this 
is in any way a sign of diffidence about it. I m reel 1 y honored by your having 
asked me to do this, and it only that I have been so herassed by other accunu- 
lations that I haven’t known where to begin. In any case I might as wet1 tell 
you that thi s 0 s the only engagement of the kind that 1 have been rash enough 
to accept for the coming year in view of what 1 how I$ % never repeated sche- 
dule. 

As far as my own convenience goes I think I really WuId prefer to come at 
a moderate1 y err1 y date and I would tentatl vel y suggest October 30. I n@.te your 
comment about Nonod’s previous lectures but, on the one hand, you’ re goins to 
get a constant stream through of speakers in any case at ail times of the year 
and I actual l y do not think there would be a tremendous over1 ci; in the content 
of our matetrial. 

I would lfke to postpone the choice of announced toples until the lest 
possible moment, and please advise me when this would be, A secondary reason 
for my delay has been the puzzle of what I should real 1 y talk about, since I 
have almost nothlng to say that is fundamentally new ower the past year or 
two and it is rather tiresome to simply bring up the occasion noveltIes in de- 
tails of recent work. I suspect that by now the bulk of your audience wi 1 I know 
the major 1 ines of anything I might think to talk ebout. The choices I ~SII mull Ing 
over at the nrwnautt are, on the one hand, a review bringing up to date various 
features of bacteria? recombination. Al tern&t D vel y I have some thoughts on tha 
question of the genetic basis of antibody formation and other topics in dIfferen- 
tiatlon, but this would make e rather speculative and not very warty presentation. 
i would wonder how the latter ~uld suit a lectureship in the Mueller tradition. 

I do hope to have a pleasent interlude durfng my visit and hope it will se 
soI at least as of the actual &ime I em undsrway. 

Esther is thinking over your gratzious proposal of her coming along and we 
wi 1 I let you know in good time. Thank you very much for your persistence on this 
matter and I want to say that it is reel ly very much appreciated. 

Yours as ever, 


